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interfere with their work, professionals should recognise parents as an
important asset since they know their child best. Keyword: Professionals

This information is made available by the

Institute for Family Advocacy and Leadership Development
and cannot be used except for the sole purpose of research and study



| "Dd'libe feal_ly want parents to be less 'prot'ec't_ivé-?l

B o Daui__(v;i_. Brandon

* If parents are dlfﬁeult' have you considered how we seem to them and to their
. children? In our struggle, we even crowd out the voices of thelr cthdren, says -
. ‘David Brandon, : C .

' What about all these stupld parents? Sometlmes you get the i 1mpreSS1on that

o many professionals in our field wish that. people with' learmng difficulties

.~ were all orphans. As a staff member recently remarked in an adult training
_centre with a note of bitterness, "What do we do with these parents, especially

when they are older?" Well, we can put poison in their mugs of Philosan. Get

in to an urgent tug of war for the souls of the children. Or, as a very last resort

- when all else has failed, we can see them as people who have legitimate

. positions on life and not as objects to do something with. We can listen
~carefully to what they have to say becduse they have a detalled knowledge even

E a love for the1r own chlldren

 Yougorthe upression that mmany professionals W1sh that people with
o learmng difficulties were all Orphans o

,They are deeply concerned about the serlous issues of exp101tat10n and
'reJectlon : ~ :

_Tfue_, some parents can be an enormous pain in the neck, They are very -
difficult people; unlike you or I who are always extremely reasonable. They
have had a child with learning difficulties and learned to be over protective. Do

- you recall that stigmatising ‘word for a thousand social work or nursing files.
'The parents are over protective,' What does that really mean? What does it

_ m}ean to b?e just protfective enough‘? What 8 the bench mark and who decides
what 1t 187 ' :

After all we are descmbmg people who have had to cope w1th 1mmense1y
_difficult situations.. I talked to a woman who told me the classic story. The
hospital consultant told her 45 years ago, "You've got two options, either dump
* him in the 1nst1tut10n and forget all about him or take him home and teach
him all you can.” Get in touch with how that would feel, being told that about

" your baby. The long struggle of pregnancy ‘and then blI‘th and a professional .-

.- male tells you that How Would you respond'? How would you cope over the next
- 50 years? : ‘ e

Of course, that is only just the beginning. That devastating remark is followed '
by tedlous visits relieved by very few jokes from a long line of often earnest, '

~ depressed and depressing professwnals I know a woman who keeps 500 of our -
- visiting cards‘in a large Nescafe jar. Historically, we have focused. mainly. on -

_what the baby and the child couldn't or wouldn't do. "He won't be able to do this

© or that." Then the growmg child has entered a series of special services, that
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werent really spemal in the Samsbury s meanmg of the term, The speCIal
~schools, the various hospital clinics, the adult training centres - all important
‘and despairing repositories of lost causes, dedicated either intentionally or
~unintentionally to segregation. When was the last time your heart hfted up on
‘ enterlng these serv1ces‘7 Last year? Last decade? Never ever‘?

' " Knock hearts out
Such expemences are bound to create generations of parents who feél

o empowered and dynamically optimistic about the world and, in particular, -

their offspring. Like hell they are. They are designed to knock the hearts out. of
~all but extraordinary people. They are designed to corrode their realistic

- dreams and frighten them rigid. They encourage people to become passive or
bltter to feel at the mercy of professwnals who don t know what they are domg

* And now we've got- a new generation of f'ancy evangehsts - preachmg the cause
of integration, whatever that means. They are equally fervent about a S

- completely new gospel. "You know a few years ago, we encouraged you to send -

your children to special school, to the adult tralmng centre - well, that was all

- wrong. They should be m1x1ng with real people in the real world. We've grown
“out of our Blué Peter stage." Signed Zebedee. 1 and dthers have to should®some
of the heavy blame for that new wave which is ‘vanously misunderstood. '

- We have created nnages of each other based on mutual antagomsm annd ten '
' thousand nusunderstandmgs :

- If parents are dlfﬁcult have you conmdered how we seem to- them and to
their children? In our struggle the voices of their children may even be -
erowded out, We have created images of each other - professionals and parents
- often based on mutual antagonism amid ten. thousand mlsunderstandlngs -
" We have jointly created a harsh world where no one ‘seems responsible for .
~ anything, just-like Dickens' Little Dorrit.. Everything just happens. No one is

~ ever to. blame Eventually and sadly, we all feel and behave Just like orphans o
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